Surgical catgut: the myth of allergy.
During the period 1950 to 1985, 137 patients stated to the author that they were allergic to catgut sutures. The allegations were based on a previous episode at various sites on the body where wound healing had been complicated. A review of the problem did not indicate any history of symptoms of allergy. The author used catgut in the completion of his surgery on each of these patients. None of them showed any allergic manifestation and all healed perfectly per primum. Recent molecular studies of the collagen proteins demonstrate that it is highly improbable for the material to cause antigenicity.